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Britiſh Parliament, c. 


XN H E late Diſturbances in Au- 
T = RICA, have induced ſome ta call 
Fs in Queſtion, the Power of the 
Parliament of GRE AT-BRITAIN, 

as to the making of -Laws, for what they 
call Local! Taxes, on the Colonies, and the 
A2 _ 


. 
Queſtion being once raiſed, they have carri- 
ed it ſo far, as to diſpute, in a great meaſure, 
the Power of making amy Law whatever, 
that can be conſidered as t the Co- 
es internal] k 


% It is alleged by fome, that under the Sta- 


tute, De Tallagio non concedendo , made in 


the 34th of Edward the Firſt, that the A. 
mericans cannot be taxed, in the Britiſh Par- 


lament, as not being repreſented. 


f 


The Words of the Act are, No Tallage 
e or Aid ſhall be taken, or levied, by us, 
& or our Heirs, in our Realm, without the 


« Good-Will and Aſſent of Arch-Biſhops, 


% Biſhops, Earls, Barons, Knights, Burgef- 
6 ny and ayes Freemen of — Land. 5 


0 - 
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»Thboſe who have not the Statutes at large, may ſee 
this Act, with the Hiſtory of, and a Comment upon it, 
in BxTrrIsH LIIERTIES, a ſmall Work lately publiſhed, 
which alſo contains the Principles of Civil Policy in * 
neral, and a comprehenſive YOU of the * 

Great- ä 
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It might in Anſwer be ſaid, that Act was 
made at the End of the Twelfth Century, 
and America was not diſcovered; till the End 


of the Fourteenth. 


Again, this Act _ reſtrained 1 the 8 
from laying, or levying any Tax or Subſidy 
on the People, without the Conſent of Par- 
Hament, but did not abridge the Power of 
Parliament, or preſcribe the manner in 


which the People ogy be repreſented. 


Nor could it have in View, Provinces not - 
then exiſting, and which had not their Exiſt- 

* "ence, till two or three Centuries after, and 
which when diſcovered and conquered, be - 
came, and till continue, the Domain of the 
Crown, which could have given, and did 

5 give them, whatever Form of Government, 
and lay them under whatever Reſtrictions | it 
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But, the Govern ment of the Colonies 


baving been long ſettled, though perhaps e- 
very Particular relative to it, has not been | 


ſufficiently attended to, let us view the Sub- 
jet as it now ſtands, 


In the firſt place then, I apprehend, every 


one of the Colonies in North- America, ought 
to be conſidered, with reſpect to each other, 


independently, 


And here I would grant the Americans 
one Point they ſtrongly infiſt on, though 
perhaps under ſome Limitation, viz. That 
the Coloniſts of any particular Province, 


have, in what relates to their internal Po- 


- Ice, a Right to make Laws, by their Re- 


preſentatives, on the ſame Principles, as the 
Brit 72 Parliament, provided they are not 


repugnant to the, Laws of their Mother- | 
Country. 


Now, 
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Now it does not appear to me, that the 
| F of Great-Britain, hath, in that 
reſpect, interfered ; the Colonies not be- 
ing, in a limitted Senſe, properly repreſeat- 
ed here, 


1 


I do not know that our Parliament claims, 
any Power to intermeddle with their inter- 
nal and particular Affairs, thoſe being whol- 
ly left, as I apprehend, to their own pri» 
vate Aſſemblies, under the Reſtridtions a men- 
tioned before. 


1 wa Lower have it obſerved, that 
I here (pra of individual Colonies. 


But there are 16 Colonies on the Conti- 

nent of North- America; three * of which 

are chartered Governments, two , Pro- 

prietary, the others acting under different 
Powers, delegated by the Crown. 
„ Maſlachuſet's-Bay, Rhode. Iand, Cannsclicut. 
t Penſilvania, Maryland, 
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In this view, when conſidered as a col- 
k#ive Body of Colonies, or Provinces, ma- 
ny thipgs have ariſen, and muſt ariſe, as 
long as they continue in being dependent on 
their Mother-Country, reſpecting the gene- 
ral good of the whole; which can only be re. 
gulated by the Leg? Native Authority of the 2 
Mother-Country, even though they n 
in 4 * to be ee r 


4 - 


- Br not a Gogle wan can make any 
Law or Regulation whatever for the Welfare 
of the other Colonies, that will or can be 
binding on them, though for their commun 
good, unleſs they were permitted to form an 
Union among themſelves, c on the Plan of the 


Netherlands, or the $wiſe Cantons, which © 
would render them entirely dependent of | 


their ener: County. 5 
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. Hiſtory affords eden "SIRE to war- 4 
rant the Aſſertion. As ſuch therefore would 
inevitably be the Conſequence, all public and 

3 ge · 


1 
general Regulations ought to, and neceſſarĩ- 
ly muſt ariſe and flow from, tlie ets a 
Rt 4 E „ 
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= for the better ct of this, let 
us conſider in what Caſes the Power we are 
contending for, ought to be exerciſed. | 


Firſt, In all thoſe matters that relate to 
the general Regulation of their TRADE and 
Commerce, though in es an | 
they may be interior. 9 


© Secondh, Thoſe that relate to the due Ar- 
rangement, Management, and Diſpoſition of 
their MiItTIA Mx, who cannot be com- 

pelled to march from one Colony, to the 
Aſſiſtance of another, without the erer. | 
tion of the Gove | 


- Third, In dhe 3 of one uni; 
* Courſe of Proceeding in * Cons 
RENCY and PAYMENTS. 2444 Gy 
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Fou. ating of theit g 
INDIAN AFFAIRS, and the preſerving a good i 

Correſpondence with the Indians,  - [ 
„In the making ſalutaty Proviſions | 


for the SETTLEMENT and IMPROVEMENT = 
ans. | 1 
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i, Sixthly, In the creating one Common 
Eunp for the general Good and Preſervation ii 
of the whole, «45 62% Bl; bet 1-44 „ | | i : 
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This Fund ought only. 0 be applied to 

Uſes that are in all Reſpects provincial, with- 

 - gut..calling, any part of that Fund home. 
And, with due Submiſſion, had this been 
done bgſare the late War, leſs than one hun- 
. dred and fifty th 

all human P cobability, have fad. us 8 

immenſe Expence this Kingdom hath ſuſtain- 

ed, in protecting and —— the Britim 
Colonies. 4 dogs, bong ASS Ea ERS 1 
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pe Refledion ariſes hw. 83 and 
we may ſay, neceffarily, viz. That a general 
Union for the Good of the whole," can only 
be formed _ Ry nem mn | 

1 we — e __ Pali add, 
| that the Americans in attempting to leſſen the 
Power and Juriſdictim of that Raue 


1 themſebves. 


5 the Happineſs of Al His 10 gene LY 
Subjects, that the Supreme Legiſlature, the 
Parliament of 'GREAT-BRITAIN, is the 
ny. 11 eric 150 N 
ss 
And as to it's Powe Furiſdiftion in 

an bree extended al diverſified, like 


ther: — be Kune It muſt 
be by that Means, and by that Means only, 


the Connection of all the Parts, can be pre- 


ſerved, the Dependance of each on the Mo- 
. e |  ther- 
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ther- Country ſecured, and a proper Proviſi- 


on made for the general Welfare of the 
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To proceed. It may be proper here to 
. conſider, how far the Stamp-Act is calcula- 
ted to anſwer the Pur | 
oned, and conſequently how far it is con- 
ſiſtent with the general Principles laid down 
above. e 


We admit this Act contains ſeveral Clau- 
ſes, which may be ſaid to be inconſiſtent 
with the general Rights of the Americans, 


particularly that which direQs their Penalties 


and Porfeitures to be determined by 4 
of aum 5 _ And n 
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- This Part of the ee we mey wich Cer- | 
tainty ſay, is, in moſt of the Colonies, im- 


n pos for them to W with. 


bers are likewiſe ſeveral other Clauſes, 


| that bear, hard upon the Americans, 


Bot, "when the edis relative to Ju- 


5 xispie 1 is conſidered, with Reſpect to 


the Legiſlature here, how fatal may the Con- 
ſequences | be, ſhould we (after the Oppoſiti- 


| on already made, ) give up that very impor- 


tant Point of Legiſlation, the regulating all 


general Affairs concerning the Colonies, as a 


collefive Body, with Reſpect to-T; rade and 


Commerce, and all other Matters of a general 


Nature and Tendency, which muſt ever be 


ſior the Welfare, of thoſe who'call this Power 
in Queſtion, and cunnot be done by the -. 
Fin? R of their rep Aﬀerhblics, 
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Nature more local. 


1 14 1 


their Trade and Commerce, will probably be 


conſtrued by them as an arbitrary Proceed- 
ing, or an Eneronchment re treir en 


TV 


_* 


The many Acts of Parliament that Hes 
been made to affect the Colonies, more eſpe - 


cially thoſe that lay Duties on their Mer- 
chandizes, will then be conſidered as local, 


becauſe, ſay they, if you tax what we drink 
and wear, there cannot be any thing i in its 
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" Objections may alſo be made in 1 


other reſpects, to any law paſſed here, con- 
cerning them, provided they are made the 
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the * Judges in thoſe Points. wag. 25 
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"The Riots i in the Colonie which 1275 


Beem ſomented by their reſpective Govern- x 
ments,.[and-the Clamor that is raiſed, bete, 


* the  Roppage given to the Manu- 
factures 


\ 


% * 
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fattures and 3 of this Kingdom, | 
- have been much aggravated, and carried on 
with great Addreſs, . particularly i in bringing 
the Merchants to join. the Coloniſts, in their 
Repreſentations to Parliament. 3 


. „ LORE. $5 s,& » * # BH '% rags Of 


11 think it may, with great holler and 

Propriety, be ſaid, "that this new Attack 
1 upon the Power of Parliament, and the fre- 
| quent Renewal there may in all Probability 
be of ſuch meaſures, carries with it a worſe 
Aſpect, and muſt inevitably be attended 
with much wörſe Conſequences than can, 


in all Probability, follow from any tempo- 
rary Sufferings | at preſent. . 


7 


uf, if a Government once ſubmits to un 
imſult, frequent Repetition x will be the e cer- 
© tain Reſult of its ages n 


Tbere © are many Genithjnicn'! in the Colo- 
nies of great Worth and 25 andor, who, it is 
apptchended, really act on wrong Concepti- 
ons of thisAfair, age 5 it * be c agreeable 
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to the Wiſdom @ Parliament, to Fenn * 


ſelf with reſpect to ſuch Caſes, wherein the 


Patliament conſiders itſelf to have a Right 


of taxing the Colonies, for their general 
good, and in what Caſes they are not to be 

conſidered, as having any Power, as a Re- 
preſentatire, over the Colonies, ſin glys 
and would alſo condeſcend to repeal ſuch 
Clauſes in the Stamp. A, as bear hard on 
the Colonies, it is apprehended it would 
much allay the heat and ferment which bath 


* 


» for ſome time ſubſiſted i in North- America. 


And, tat done, ſhould the chartered 


| Colonies Rill perſiſt in their Obſtinacy, the 


Concurrenee of the other Colonies, which 
is ſcarce to be doubted of, would make it 
their Intereſt, very ſoon to pay due e 


ence to the nee. 
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To thoſe who! are not - conpincrd by the 
preceding Argument of the Power of Par- 
liament, in the foregoing Points of Legiſla- 


dien, and that ſuppoſe the —_ Act is a 
new 


1 * 


new Attempt on their Rights and Projegs 
as Britons, we would aſk, | 


* 


| p among many other Acts of the Bri- 
tin Parliament, . | which reſpect the Pro- 
duce of the Plantations i in general, it does 
not reſtrain their Exports, and limit them 
to other Engli 27 Plantations, England, Tre- 
land, &c. under very ſevere Penalties ? * 


I dhe 4 of Navigation doth not lay 
chem under very peculiar Reſtrictions, and 


aſtet every Member of the Colonies ? 


| Whether the 7th and 8h of wi lliam 
the Third, does not render all Laws, ages, 

&c. in the Colonies, contrary to the Engliſh 

Laws made concerning th the Plaittations, Your D ? 


If by the | ſame AR all Skips - Jun 
12 ret there, are not ſubject to the 
fame Rules, Viſctatiomt, Searches, —_— 
and 1 e as Shi * in * 3 


Whether they "ou not Cuftom-Hole, 
(Officers, ke: 
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If by the 5th of George the Second, it is 
not enacted, that Affidavits made here, by 
Witneſſes, &c. relative to any Suit here, for 
Recovery of Debts, sHALL be evidence in 
THEIR Courts? * Can there be a ſtronger 
Inſtance of the Parliament acting in their in- 
terior Concerns, when it is of 1 U- 


tility 4 a 


If the 6th of 8 the Second, com- 


mencing as long ſince as the 24th of June, 


1733, was not focal, that laid a Tax on 
Merchandize imported from foreign, into 


the Engliſh Colonies ? And which, Act wat 


continued by no beſs than sk v EN ſeveral 


Subſequent Alis, made in the I Ith, 39th, 
26th, 29th, and ift, Vears of George the 


Second ; and in the iſt and 4th Years of 
| George the Third. And, if at aur of 

thoſe Times the Americans called ps 
of re in Noli * Are 


*. ee 
* * 


„ 
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22 This Law was . at the Requeſt of the Basis 
Merchants. ls not this Act a more ſtriking Inſtance of 
the E vertion of the Power of Parkament, than the Stamp 5 


a 5 
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Whether every Act relative to the Colo» 
nies, eſpecially where Navigation is con- 
cerned, doth not evidence the Power and. 
en of Parliament? 


And laſtly, If there was any Objection 
made to the Furiſdiction of Parliament, 
when the 4th of George the IIId. was paſ- 
ſed for granting (inter alia) certain Duties 
IN the Britiſh-Plantations in America, for 
applying the Produce of the Duties, &c. and 
for more effectually preventing the clandefline 
| Conveyance of Goods To and FROM the Con 5 
Jonies and Planyations, Ke. | 


That Act lays W on certain foreign 
Goods imported into the Colonies, and other 
Duties on the Produce of the Plantations that 
are exported from thence to other Places, ex- 
cept Great: Rritgig. 3 
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Are not theſe Lical Taxes, hah affect the 
Produce of their Country, even what they 
drink, wear, &c. and being of a general Na- 
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tuce and Tendency; they ſtill come within 
the View and Direction of the Legiſlature 
| here. | Wt . 
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We hope this is ſufficient to convince eve- 

ry impartial and unbiaſſed Perſon, not only 

288 of the Power 0 of tbe Parliament, with Re- 
| ſpect to Acts of a public and general Na- 
ture, that i it is a legal Power, a agreeable to the 
Conſtitution of Great-Britain, of which eve- 


y Coloniſt copſiders himſelf, as, and cer- 
taiply i is a Member, but that the Americans 


5 | have erer been ſen/ible ef, acknowledged, and 
+ ; ted to this Power, as dutiful Children 
| to their Mother-Country, *till the paſſing. 
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